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PPNC President Chuck Hardison and his hardworking 
crew and put together what promises to be another exciting 
and informative convention for the membership.

Beginning Feb. 27 and ending � March 4 at the Sheraton 
Imperial Hotel, hundreds of PPNC members, vendors, guests 
and families will turnout for the event.

Here�s what you can expect.

Friday, February 27, 2009
1 p.m. Print Committee Meeting
1 p.m. Props Committee Meeting

6 p.m. Convention Committee and Board meeting
Dinner will be served

Saturday, February 28, 2009
7-7:45 a.m. Judges Breakfast

8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Registration Desk Open

8 a.m. - 12 noon Print Judging
9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Lonnie Hoke

If I Knew Then What I Know Now
12 noon - 1 p.m. Judges and Print Committee Lunch                  

12:30 - 2 p.m. Lunch on Your Own
1 - 6 p.m. Print Judging Continues

2 - 4:30 p.m. Mona Sadler
Business Basics from a CPA and Photographer

5 - 6:30 p.m. New Member Orientation Dinner
7:30 - 11 p.m. Tackling the Art of Photography Party

Music provided by the Craig Woolard Band
Come dressed in your favorite football team’s colors.

Sunday, March 1, 2009
7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. Registration Desk Open

8 - 11 a.m. Ron Nichols
The Portrait Sales Presentation

The 2009 PPNC Convention is here

PPA Council: Nominations
are now being accepted

This spring, you can make a dif-
ference in PPA and the photographic 
profession: elect a representative to 
PPA�s Council. 

These special volunteers are lead-
ers, both as individuals assisting 
members and fellow photographers, 
and as a group making the decisions 
that guide the association. 

This kind of member involvement 
helps set us apart from other national 
photographic organizations.

 PPA�s Council is the legislative 
body of the association that guides 
and directs PPA programs and poli-
cies � very similar to the U.S. House 

of Representatives. 
Serving as a PPA Councilor is 

not an honorary position; it�s an im-
portant responsibility. Councilors 
elect members to the Board of Direc-
tors, approve Degree recipients and 
changes to PPA�s Charter and Bylaws, 
represent the concerns and desires of 
members, communicate programs and 
directions to members in their state, 
and more.

 (For a complete Councilor job 
description, log onto www.ppa.com/
about/council.php.)

To be considered as a Councilor, 
you must be a Professional Active, 
Life, or Retired member of PPA. 

You must be nominated and agree 
to carry out the responsibilities of 
a Councilor if elected. Here are two 
ways members can be nominated: 

Five PPA members (who are Profes-

PPA’s new 
membership
director starts 

ATLANTA � After hundreds of re-
sumes and numerous interviews, Profes-
sional Photographers of America (PPA) 
welcomes a new Membership Director 
for its 22,000+ professional photographer 
members: Christel Aprigliano. She, like 
PPA itself, is passionate about helping 
members stay successful.

 �Our membership has seen un-
precedented growth over the last six 
years�the kind of growth of which most 
associations dream. Choosing the right 
addition to our leadership team is seri-
ous business, and we feel very certain 
that Christel is the right person to help 
move us forward now,� comments David 
Trust, PPA�s CEO.

 Aprigliano replaces long-time Mem-
bership Director J. Alexander (Al) Hop-
per. Originally from New England, her 

See Aprigliano, page 3See Council, page 2
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8 - 11 a.m. Tony Corbell
The Power of Light

11 - 11:30 a.m. Devotional
11:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.    Trade Show Open

12:30 - 2 p.m. Former President�s Luncheon
4 - 6 p.m. Keith Branch, M. Photo. Cr, CPP

The Complete Studio Experience (Seniors)
4 - 5:30 p.m. Print Critique

5:30 p.m. Trade Show Dinner/Exhibitors Only
6 - 7 p.m. Trade Show Dinner/Membership

7 - 9 p.m. Trade Show Night
Members Only

9:15 - 10:15 p. m.     PPNC Business Meeting

Monday, March 2, 2009
7 a.m. - 4 p.m. Registration Desk Open

8:30 - 10 a.m. Trade Show Vendor Meeting and Breakfast
7:30 - 10:30 a.m. Jeff and Kathleen Hawkins
Tools of the Trade, Tricks for Tomorrow
7:30 - 10:30 a.m. Michael and Tina Timmons

* The Fine Art Side of Photography
10:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.      Trade Show Open

11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m. President�s Luncheon for Volunteers
By Invitation Only

1 - 3:30 p.m. Certi�cation Exam
2:30 - 5 p.m. Auction Check-in

3 - 6 p.m. Tim and Beverly Walden
Separated by Excellence

6 - 7:30 p.m. Dinner on your own
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. View auction items

7:30 p.m. - Until PPNC Auction
PPNC, SEPPA, and PPA Members & Guests Only

8 - 10 p.m. Dessert Bar

Tuesday, March 3, 2009
7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. Registration Desk Open               

8 - 11:30 a.m. Dennis Craft
Portraying Children

8 - 11:30 a.m. Jamie Hayes and Mary Fisk-TayIor
My Big Fat Wedding Program!

11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Lunch on your own
Buffet Available in Restaurant

12:30 - 4:30 p.m. Jennifer George
The Art of Maternity Photography

12:30 - 4:30 p.m. Jim Divatale
Creative Compositing Techniques in Photoshop CS4

4:30 - 5:30 p.m. Dress for Banquet
5 p.m. 2009-10 Of�cers/Directors Photos

5:30 p.m. Pre-Banquet Reception - Cash Bar
6 p.m. Of�cer Seating

6:10 p.m. - until Awards Banquet
Following Banquet Award Winners� Portraits

Following Banquet- Until
Incoming President�s Reception

Come congratulate our new President - Rex Truell

Wednesday, March 4, 2009
7:30 - 8 a.m. Registration Desk Open

9 - 5 p.m.  Jim Divitale
$75 Additional Fee before Feb. 15
$100 Additional Fee after Feb. 15

The Complete Digital Photography Process
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Stephanie Clark

Portraiture Couture
8:30 a.m. - 12 noon     Pick up print cases

1 - 4 p.m. PPNC Board Luncheon
Old and New Board Members

sional Active, Life, or Retired mem-
bers of PPA) can nominate a quali�ed 
member. The nomination must be 
made in writing and include the sig-
nature of the �ve members making the 
nomination. 

 PPA Af�liated organizations may 
nominate a quali�ed member. Again, 
the nomination must be in writing.

 Nominations should be sent in 
writing (faxes are acceptable) to PPA 
Council Elections, 229 Peachtree St, 
NE, Suite 2200, Atlanta, GA 30303. 
(Fax 404-614-6400.) For questions, 
please contact the Membership De-
partment.

Important Dates
PPA must receive nominations no 

later than May 1, 2009.
The election will take place between 

May 15 and June 15. 
Councilors take office on July 1, 

2009, for the 2009 - 2012 Council.
 

Council members
Continued from page 1

If I could tell the story in words, I 
wouldn�t need to lug around a camera. 

Lewis Hine

There are no rules for good pho-
tographs, there are only good photo-
graphs.  

Ansel Adams

Buying a Nikon doesn�t make you 
a photographer.  It makes you a Nikon 
owner.

Author Unknown



I love it when the New Year rolls 
around because we make our annual 
sunrise trip to Atlantic Beach.

This year�s trip was certainly dif-
ferent. We have made the trip when it 
was cold as well as when the weather 
was so nice the beach was full of folks 
out for a walk.

We have watched our beloved Triple 
S Fishing Pier disappear and found 
time once to actually tour Fort Macon 
and enjoy the history of the location.   

So this year our trip involved four 
brave photogs venturing out on the 
beach at the Oceanna Pier in a constant 
20+ mph wind that felt like 35 knots or 
more, in temps that were cold enough 
to discourage all but one walker on 
the beach. 

We watched the sun come up and 
quickly we retreated to the Four Cor-
ners Grill for a warm cup of coffee and 
two hours of great conversation.   Yes, 
it was priceless.

Much of our conversation involved 
the economy and talking about the 
funny things that happened to us over 
the past year. We also talked about how 
much gear to we have. 

Everyone gave their guestimate 
and they came in between $30,000 and 
$40,000. This part of the discussion 
came up because I was working on my 
�lists.�  

Take note that this �lists� is plural.  
I am working on an insurance policy 
for my equipment and updating the 
other lists that are required this time 
of the year.  

There are three asset lists needed 
and different criteria applies to each 
of them. 

First is a list for tax depreciation.  
Second is a list for insuring your 
equipment.  Last is a list for property 
tax purposes.

I won�t say much about the list for 
income tax purposes other than make 
sure it is right and review it carefully 
with your tax preparer.  

For the insurance list, here is my 
approach. I will put down items that I 
consider will be at risk and too costly 
for me to replace. 

If someone were to grab my �ash bag 
and get all those pocket wizard cables I 
would be sick, so the �ash bag contents 
are going on the list.

Picture this: a crook opening my 
flash bag looking for a nice camera 
to hock but instead seeing all that 
black spaghetti and saying �What tha 
@#*@!�

And then there�s the infamous 
disappearing Canon G9.   My little 
camera has a haint (an Eastern Nroth 
Carolina term for annoying ghost) in 
that whenever you put it down it turns 
invisible.

That camera absolutely needs to be 
on the list.  There�s also the lens that is 
too big to hide in my small SUV. 

When we talked about my new lens 
at the Four Corners Grill my friend 
Danny basically called it tinsel.  He�s 
a bird photographer and his lens look 
all like they came from Texas. But you 
get the idea here.  

List items that are too costly to re-
place or are susceptible to being stolen 
in one swoop of a bag.  Update your list 
with your insurance provider every 
time you purchase a costly item.

The last list is for your property 
tax purposes. In North Carolina you 
list your property tax annually in the 
month of January.  If you are unable 
to complete your list you have to write 
the county tax collector and request 
an extension.

 Normally the extension will be 
granted 30 or 60 days, or until April 
15th depending on the county.  The 
form used by the tax collector to list 
your property is called an abstract. 

Each county has their own form but 
they ask for about the same informa-
tion.  Your business equipment is listed 
by its cost and year of acquisition.

Computer equipment goes into a 
separate section because it�s tax is 
calculated over a shorter number of 
years. You have the responsibility to 
complete the disposition section too 
or else you�ll keep paying tax on items 
you no longer own.  

If your accountant completes this 
list for you, give them help because 
they may put a 500g Maxtor or an 
Epson P4000 under equipment.  Both 
of these hard drives fall under the 
computer equipment category and the 
property tax you pay on them will be 
over a shorter number of years.

You also need to break down your 
list by county, if you have business 

property in two or more places, and 
don�t forget to include signs.  

Years ago our county tax collec-
tor made a bundle of discoveries (the 
technical term for finding unlisted 
property) by riding around and listing 
all the signs he saw then going back 
to his of�ce to see if they were on the 
owners abstracts.   

This property list is also subject 
to audit by the county tax assessor.   
Just to give you an idea of what this 
audit will entail, here are some items 
requested for a property tax audit:  ad-
justed general ledger detail for equip-
ment, furniture and �xtures, leasehold 
improvements and other relevant asset 
accounts for two years; all related asset 
sub-ledgers and detail; a current chart 
of accounts; adjusted general ledger 
detail for supplies, fuels or parts, for 
two years; a schedule of leased assets; 
and a schedule of assets belonging 
to another business located at your 
business (the gum ball machine, news-
paper machine, or drink machine as 
examples.)    

Property tax auditors are also 
trained to look at your website, google 
your business name and look for pic-
tures of your business and surround-
ings.  

For my business I maintain a spread 
sheet of assets which makes it easy to 
update annually.  The instructions on 
the abstract will give you guidelines 
as to what the county considers to 
be property that should be listed and 
which section of the form it should be 
listed on.

If an item is easily visible in your 
studio, such as a chair, I suggest that 
it should be on the list.  Also there is 
a line for supplies and the de�nition 
of supplies includes �samples inven-
tory.�  

OK, I know I have rattled some 
cages.  But audits are one the rise and 
I have already been on the phone to 
the state whining on your behalf about 
small businesses being targeted.

As governments need more money 
they will resort to audits.  Be pre-
pared.  

For now I�m going back to my happy 
thoughts of photographing seagulls in 
a 20+ mph wind.   

Ah-hmmmmmm.

The New Year

Mona’s column By Mona Kay Sadler, CPA
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f’s/stop By Fuller Royal, F. Ph., M. Photog. Cr.

Print critique for those below 79
It�s convention time, thank good-

ness.
I truly cannot believe how fast time 

has passed since 2008�s convention. The 
older we get the faster it goes.

I don�t have any of�cial jobs this con-
vention, but I can�t stand all of that free 
time between sessions.

So, with the help of other PPA Master 
Photographers in PPNC, I want to offer 
our services to new and newer photogra-
phers entering print competition.

As the number of print cases grows, 
there is less and less room to display 
prints. Rarely, these days, does a print 
scoring below 78 or 79 hang on display.

That�s unfortunate for photographers 
needing critiques of their lower scoring 
prints.

Print competition without discussion 
is a doomed exercise.

Yes, you can learn a lot by watching 
the challenges of other people�s prints. 
But often, that information doesn�t 
strike a chord until it�s your image �in 
the gallows.� 

If you want one or more Masters to 
look at your prints and offer some con-
structive criticism, then bring lower 
res jpegs of your ��nished� images on a 
jump drive or CD. We will work out times 
to meet you in seating areas of lobbies, 
Starbucks, etc.

We�re not going to tell you what you 
need to do to that image to make it an 80. 
We�re not going to tell you how to remake 
an image.

What we will offer is an overview of 
your technique so the next time you are 
working on a similar image, you might 
learn a better way to capture it.

I believe in pointing out the good and 

expounding on one�s strengths.
But I also believe that we must be hon-

est enough to point out the weak areas.
Every year, print after print rounds 

the turnstile with obvious �aws. And 
none of us is immune. Masters can some-
times make the biggest photographic 
blunders.

Randy McNeilly, our chief print juror 
this year, is a font of print competition 
knowledge. He has offered so many 
nuggets of wisdom to me � and to others 
� over the years. One thing he said that 
sticks with me � and I paraphrase �  is 
that it takes a tremendous amount of ef-
fort to get a print to an 80. And it takes 
even more effort to push it higher than 
an 80. 

A lot of us don�t want to admit that.
I look forward to sitting down with 

The annual rite of passage is almost 
upon us: that spring solstice of the pho-
tography business, our PPNC Convent 
ion. By now you should have recovered 
from the bedlam of the holidays, gotten 
your competition prints together (hope 
springs eternal!) and made your hotel 
reservations.  

Convention has always signi�ed the 
end of the �rst quarter (which we call 
�death by boredom�) and the return 
to normalcy.  It�s a terri�c learning 
experience, a wonderful time to see 
old friends and make new ones, and 
for those of us in print competition, an 
exercise in sado-masochistic excess.

Convention is a substantial invest-
ment in time and money.  How do you 
maximize your return on investment?  
Here�s a simple four-step plan that I 
guarantee will make it all worth your 
while.

1. Choose your speakers wisely, and 
take good notes.  Sounds simple, right? 

But, while I am always interested in 
making better photographs, I gravitate 
towards the speakers who can best help 
me in my business, with an emphasis 
on marketing. I want to know how to 
increase the number of sessions (or 
weddings), and how to increase my 
average sale. I don�t know any photog-
raphers who go out of business because 
they can�t take good enough pictures, 
but there are plenty who don�t have 
the volume they need to cover their 
overhead.

2. After the lecture, review your 
notes, and use a yellow marker to high-
light the things that are really impor-
tant. Your objective is to synthesize a 
plan of action

3. Transcribe your notes.  I create 
a document called �What I Learned 
at Convention.� It�s a summary of the 
highlighted notes, written for better 
understanding, and organized to em-
phasize the most important points.  

Last year, Phil Aull asked me, �What 
have you learned?� and I had an an-
swer for him.  You should be able to 
whip out this document and speak to 
the highlights of the convention. But 
if you don�t write it down right away 
(that is, while you are at convention) 
it gets harder to do back home

4. Create an Action Plan.  This can 
be a simple �To Do� list, or a more 
detailed plan, depending on your in-
spiration.  Motivation is a major issue 
here, as the excitement generated at 
convention decays quickly once you are 
back at work.  Your memory will fade, 
and these tasks will become more and 
more dif�cult as you get further away 
from the convention. I recommend 
you �nish this assignment before you 
go home.  

This year, if Phil Aull asks you, 
�What did you learn?� you should be 
able to be able to answer the question 
with certainty.

How to get the most out of convention
Notes on success By Jeff Carsten
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Birth announcement
On Friday morning, Nov. 21, 2008 at 

7:54 a.m., PPNC member Dilip Barman 
and his wife Sangeeta Godbole welcomed 
to the world their �rst child when San-
geeta gave birth to a lovely daughter, 
Anuragini Sapna Barman.

�We were about three weeks early but 
Sangeeta�s water broke at 11:30 a.m. on 
Thursday,� Barman said. �She bravely 
took no epidural or pain killers at all 
and labored from around 3:30 a.m. The 
sweet baby was born 18 inches long and 4 
pounds, 7 ounces. She is small but seems 
healthy.�

Did you keep up 
with Imaging 
USA this year?

If you weren�t able to join us (or if you 
couldn�t be in �ve places at once!), we�ve 
got the perfect solution for you � check 
out the IUSA TV blog for video clips, im-
ages, and more. 

We posted live to the blog during the 
event, and we�ll keep these posts up so 
you can catch up or reminisce. 

You can travel through the whole 
event with a click of your mouse!

 Along with our exclusive interview 
with Anne Geddes, product reviews, 
and more, you might just see an image 
of yourself!

any of you and trying to help you look 
for the part of your image that creates 
impact � and that�s one of the 12 areas 
judges look at in a print.

If you a Master willing to help, bring 
your laptop and let me know on Saturday 
of the convention. If you want to talk 
with Masters, �nd me and I�ll connect 
you with some of PPNC�s �nest.

It will be well worth your time.
Any interested editors?

This past year completes my 10th year 
(two separate �ve-year terms) as editor 
of Focus on Carolina.

I enjoy doing it and will continue as 

long as I am needed.
But ... if there are any PPNC members 

with a good working knowledge of Adobe 
InDesign and who like to write and do 
layout and who would like to earn a 
whole passel of credits and a couple of 
PPA merits each year, let me know. The 
editor receives seven PPNC credits annu-
ally. He or she also receives a PPA merit 
which is applied to a Craftsman Degree. 
If the newsletter places or receives an 

honorable mention from PPA in its an-
nual af�liate editor competition, that is 
a second PPA Craftsman merit.

I would like for someone else in PPNC 
to have a chance at these merits and 
credits. Otherwise, I will be happy to 
stay on.

Regardless, I will continue writing 
f’s/stop. I�ve done that for 15 years and 
don�t want to stop any time soon.

The PPA International Competition 
for 2009 has been moved forward one 
month earlier than in past years.  Be-
cause of that move, International Com-
petition Rules will show a May 1, 2009 
deadline for entries to be received.

Due to the late dates of SEPPA Compe-
tition, SEPPA entrants have been grant-
ed a three week extension to the May 1st 
deadline.  All SEPPA entrants who are 
forwarding 2009 Sealed entries and/or 
new entries to the PPA International 
Competition will have a May 22, 2009 
deadline.  All entries must be received 
by 5 p.m. Central Time.  No entries will 
be accepted after that deadline.

SEPPA entrants who are shipping 
after the published May 1, 2009 deadline 
will be required to download and use en-
try forms from PPA.com/International 

Competition to avoid late entry fees.  
Online entries after May 1, will be 

assessed late fees which will not be 
reversed.

upbeat personality and strong willpower 
led her through varying experiences 
before coming to PPA. 

She earned her undergraduate degree 
from McGill University in Montreal and 
her graduate degree from the University 
of Maryland�s European Division. 

This international f lavor fed into 
Aprigliano�s employment with several 
national and international companies, 
including Nabisco and Equifax. In ad-
dition, she gained non-pro�t experience 
as the Executive Director of The Villages 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Along with her well-tested skills, she 

had the bene�t of working with Hopper 
as PPA�s Member Services Manager.

 �PPA has a long, successful history 
of providing protection, education, and 
resources for its members.

 I am excited and honored to be a 
part of this, and I look forward to help-
ing our members stay successful,� says 
Aprigliano.

 �In terms of growing membership, 
improving customer experience, and 
visioning for the future, there are people 
who �get it� and people who just don�t. 
Christel is de�nitely one of those people 
who �gets it,� which is a pretty rare com-

modity,� added Trust. �I think she�ll take 
us farther, faster than we have ever gone 
before. Ultimately, our members will be 
the bene�ciaries.�

 Professional Photographers of Amer-
ica (PPA), a worldwide association, ex-
ists to assist its over 22,000 members in 
achieving their professional, artistic, 
and fraternal goals; to promote public 
awareness of the profession; and to 
advance the making of images in all of 
its disciplines as an art, a science and 
a visual recorder of history. For more 
information, visit www.ppa.com.

Aprigliano
Continued from page 1

f’s/stop
Continued from page 4

PPA adding three weeks to print 
deadline for SEPPA members



2009 PPNC
Convention & Trade Show

Feb. 27-March 4, 2009
Sheraton Imperial RTP, Raleigh

SEPPA Print Deadline
Wednesday, April 22, 2009

SEPPA Convention
 April 24 - 28, 2009

Athens, Georgia. 

Western Guild Meeting
May 16-18, 2009

Four Points Sheraton, Asheville
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Professional Photographers of North Carolina
427 Greenleaf Road
Angier, North Carolina, 27501


